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HUMPHREY, William Thomas 
 
Private, 241042 
1st/5th  Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly 3430, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 2nd November 1917 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Gaza War Cemetery 
Theatre of War: Balkans 
Aged 18 years 
 
William Thomas Humphrey was born in 1899 the son of Alice Humphrey at 39 
Eden Road, Haverhill. Alice was employed as a coat machinist at Chauntry Mill. He 
was brought up at this address at first living with his grandparents and mother’s 
siblings. His grandfather George Humphrey was a domestic groom who had been 
born in Ridgewell but both grandparents had died by 1903 and by 1911 there was 
just Alice, her younger sister Edith Ellen and William still living in the family home. 
 
In 1913 William was the captain of the Scouts football team. 
 

 
 
William enlisted in Haverhill becoming Private, 241042, in the 1st/5th Battalion of the 
Suffolk Regiment.   
 
The Battalion was involved in the Third Battle of Gaza, which began on 27th October, 
1917 and ended with the capture of the ruined and deserted city on 7th November. 
The attack at the city of Gaza itself was launched on the night of 1st / 2nd November.  
A two stage attack succeeded in pushing back the Turkish lines west of Gaza, but at 
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the cost of 2,700 casualties (350 dead, 340 missing and 2,000 wounded).  The Turks 
were forced to move a reserve division into the defences around Gaza.  Despite this 
success, the Turks launched a counterattack, ten miles to the north of Beersheba, at 
Tel el Khuweilfeh, a dominating hill that also commanded a water supply.  Fighting 
continued here from 2nd November until the Turks were forced to pull back by the 
general retreat further west.   
 

William was killed on 2nd 
November 1917 and was 
buried in the Gaza War 
Cemetery.  He was 
awarded both the Victory 
and the British medals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(photo courtesy of CWGC) 
 

At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial in 1920 a wreath was laid inscribed: 
 

In loving memory of my dear son William T Humphrey, killed in action 
November 2nd 1917, aged 18 years. 

 
William’s death is also recorded on the Old Independent Church Haverhill Roll of 
Honour. 

 
 
He was awarded 
both the Victory 
and the British 
medals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His mother’s brother Ernest Humphrey died just three weeks later, serving in France 
in the Suffolk Regiment. 


